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PIANIST
Music was his passion.

Survival was his masterpiece.

THE
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Name Date1.  KWL Chart

What do you know about
the Holocaust?  (List)

What have you learned
about the Holocaust?

What information do you
want or need about the Holo-

caust?

K W L
When did it
take place?

Who was
involved?

Why did it
happen?

What was
the result?

How could
it have been
prevented?

Why did
the Ger-
mans threat
the Jews
the way
they did?
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Film Study Notes
I would like to comment on the following

scenes of this film: Here is my reaction to these scenes:

THE PIANIST
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scenes of this film: Here is my reaction to these scenes:
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Film Study Notes
The Beginning or Introduction:

(Everything that occurs before the
inciting incident)

How did the film begin?  What visuals were used during the titles?  What about the opening scenes?
Describe what you saw and discuss why you think the film began in this manner.

What was the music like in the beginning?   Background?  Foreground?  Was it subtle or did it
stand out?  Make your notes here about the music.

After viewing this section of the scene:
1.  Describe the setting or location in the opening scene.  What do we first learn about the family
in this film?

2. What is the inciting incident?

3.  What conflict is developing?  Who wants what?  What stands in the way or what do you think
will stand in the way?

Review these terms:  setting or location, visual
images, background, foreground, inciting inci-
dent, conflict.

THE PIANIST
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Film Study Notes
The Body of the Film: (Every-

thing that occurs between the inciting
incident and the climax)

Describe any scenes that you remember from the middle of the film.  Record your notes here.

What was the music like during the body of the film?  Describe the sounds?  How was it used?
Describe any sounds that stood out here.

After viewing this section of the film:
1.  Describe the settings or locations for the middle of the movie.  Has it changed since the open-
ing?   What details stood out in this section of the film?

2.  Name the different crisis (or turning points) for the main character:  Chart below if you wish.

3.  List any complications of the plot.  How has the plot thickened?

Review these terms: climax, crisis, resolu-
tion.

THE PIANIST
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Film Study Notes
The Ending or Conclusion:

(Everything that occurs after the con-
flict)

What visual images are you left with at the end of the film?  Describe them.  How effective were
they?

What was the music like in the ending?  Describe the sounds?  How was it used?  Background?
Foreground?  Was it subtle or did it stand out?  Make your notes here.

After viewing the ending of the film:
1.  Describe the closing.  What details stood out?

2.  What was the climax of the film?

3.  What conflict was resolved, if any?  Who got what?  Who won at the end of the film?  Who
lost?

Review these terms:  Pan, tilt, tracking, boom,
zoom, cut, fadeout/in,dissolve, wipe, high angle,
low angle, close-up, medium shot, long shot,
extreme close up.

THE PIANIST
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My Review
Use the information from your notes to write your review.  You are writing for a student

publication.  Discuss why you would or would not recommend this film to fellow students.

THE PIANIST
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2.  Summarize the story of this film.  In your own words, describe what happen.  What were the main
events of the film?  Talk about the inciting incident, the climax and the resolution.

1.  Write your immediate reaction to this film before discussing it with anyone.  Give it a rating.
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3.  "That he survived was not a victory when all whom he loved died.”  React to this quote.  Do you
agree?  Disagree?  Discuss.

4.  Why do you think the Nazi Captain did what he did?  Why did he not turn the pianist in?
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5.  Polanski, the director, is himself a Holocaust survivor, saved at one point when his father pushed
him through the barbed wire of a concentration camp.  What effect do you think this had on his
directing of this film?  Discuss.

6.  The director also jumped bail and ran away and took up residence in France to avoid trial in the
United States for having sex with a thirteen-year-old girl.  Does this fact have any influence on your
appreciation of this film?

7.  What do you think was the main reason or reasons this man survived the Holocaust?  Discuss.
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8. The director says he was moved by the book upon which this film was based. “Szpilman was
objective, not sentimental,” he commented. “He showed Poles who were good and those who were
wicked, Jews good and wicked, Germans good and wicked....What effect does this have upon this
film?  Discuss.

9.  Discuss the following quotes from the film:

Wladyslaw Szpilman: I don’t know how to thank you.
Captain Wilm Hosenfeld: Thank God, not me. He wants us to survive. Well, that’s what we have to
believe.

Wladyslaw Szpilman: It’s an official decree, no Jews allowed in the parks.
Dorota: What, are you joking?
Wladyslaw Szpilman: No, I’m not. I would suggest we sit down on a bench, but that’s also an
official decree, no Jews allowed on benches.
Dorota: This is absurd.
Wladyslaw Szpilman: So, we should just stand here and talk, I don’t think we’re not allowed to do
that.
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Wladyslaw Szpilman: [taking off his watch] Here, sell this. Food is more important than time.

Wladyslaw Szpilman: They all want to be better Nazis than Hitler.

[Szpilman is discovered by the Polish army, wearing the German dress coat given him by Capt.
Hosenfeld]
Wladyslaw Szpilman: Please, don’t shoot! I’m Polish!
Russian Soldier: You’re Polish? Then why the coat?
Wladyslaw Szpilman: I’m cold.

10.  Did the director build up any suspense that the pianist was going to be killed at the end of the
film when he is wearing the German coat?  Discuss.


