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MEMENTO ‘ Film Sudy Notes

Visuals—unusual, startling or outstanding

ound—-—Describe any unusal sounds? How used? Background? Foreground? Wasit subtle
or did it stand out?

M usic—Describe any music you noticed. Style, tempo, upbeat, downbeat

Setting or L ocation—What details stand out?

Violence—How did the filmmaker shandle theviolencein thisfilm?

Characters—What isthe credibility of the char acter s—believeable? Realistic?
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1. Literary Terms

Below isalist of literary terms that can apply to an art form whether it be a play, a painting, a
novel, or afilm. Think of examples of the terms as they appeared in the movie Memento. Then
write them on the lines provided in each item below.

Terms. conflict, climax, metaphor, inciting incident, symbolism, flashback

1. Considering the strange structure of thisfilm, what istheinciting incident? Defend your
answer.

2. How was flashback used in thisfilm?

3. What was an example of irony that was used effectively in thisfilm?

4. Describe a scenethat used an unusual camera angle? Wasit effective?

5. Whgt was the climax Inciting Incident: That
of thefilm? Defend | \which has to occur in the
your answer. . . .
beginning for the film to
be the same film. The
event or crisis that be-
gins the plot of the film.
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2. Write your immediate reaction to thisfilm. Giveit arating. You will write your formal review
later. Thisisyour immediate reaction.

3. How would you describe the structure of thisfilm? Wasthere a pattern you could discover?
What wasit? Did it work for you? Explain.
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4. The Revenge Film Noir

Description of Film Noir

Descriptive Scenes from Memento that
Illustrate the concept

a) Dark, shadowy, contrasty images filmed
in black and white, often at night and
usually in agritty urban setting

b) Hard-boiled, cynical, disillusioned

characters — who are nevertheless usually
likable

¢) A male protagonist facing a moral
dilemma and/or some kind of threat

d) An aluring, independent and usually
dangerous woman

€) A crime or detective story

f) Flashbacks

0) A voice-over narration

h) Crisp, often witty dialog, sprinkled with

great one-liners

i) A healthy dose of paranoiaor, at the very
least, a strong sense of insecurity, betrayal,
or being trapped

k) Angst

I) No happy ending.

—from Flippo, Hyde (1998). The Noir Connection as cited in “ Christopher
Nolan's Memento — Analysis of the narrative structure of a noirish revenge film*“
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5. Can you describe the back story of thisfilm? (The story that takes place before the film begins.
It is sometimes told in flashbacks. ) What happened? Who did what to whom?

6. Who is Leonard Shelby? Thereis some suggestion that he is not who he thinks he is. Who could
he be?

7. What iswrong with Leonard or Lenny as he is known? What is he suffering from and how does
this effect the structure of the film? Discuss.
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8. What does he do to help himself remember? Does this help? Explain the concept he uses to
remember the really important things.

9. What is Teddy doing to Leonard? How is he using him? What is his purpose and who is he,
really?

10. What is Natalie's motivation in this film? What does she want from Leonard? Describe who
sheis.
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11. There are severa hints that human memory in general is unreliable and that we are dealing in
thisfilm with an extremely unreliable narrator. What are these hints and how do they effect your
understanding of the film?

12. What isthe story of Sammy Jankins and his wife? How does this effect your understanding of
Leonard’'sstory? Discuss.
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13. What is the point of the repetition of eventsin thisfilm? Isit to move us repeatedly into

L eonard’s moment-to-moment existence by beginning again and again, asif it hasn’t begun before,
in this way, emulating Leonard’s own struggle to make sense of what’s happening to and around
him? Discuss your reaction to this comment.

14. Why are some scenes filmed in black and white and somein color? What is the relationship
between the color and black and white scenes, if any? Discuss.

15. What did you notice about the sequence of scenesin thisfilm. If the color scenes are noted
from A to V and the black and white scenes are noted from 1- 22, describe the structure of thisfilm.
Which scenes move forward and which backward and how are they interspersed?
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16. Why does the final black white scene smoothly change to color and fit so perfectly into the next
color scene, which isthe last scene shown in the film?

17. How does the point of view of the film change according to the color of the scenes? Explain
how thisfitsin the overall structure of the film.
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18. Why isthe opening scene of Memento the only scene in the entire film that literaly runs
backwards and that is shown in slow-motion? Explain and discuss.

19. At some point, we understand that Nolan has upended the conventions of the film noir, in which
aflawed hero tries to find some measure of justice in an unjust world. Leonard has suddenly become
an Everyman in a potentially infinite purgatory, blindly trying to revenge an act that has already been
avenged, and finding himself manipulated, over and over, by people who would use a splendidly
configured avenger for their own ends. What does this statement mean and do you agree or
disagree?
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20. Research the Sisyphus legend and explain how this might fit in discussing the theme and mean-
ing of thisfilm. How isLeonard like Sisyphus? How does the structure explain this? What twist
has the director added to this legend? Discuss.

21. In Memento, you expect the wronged will somehow be avenged even if in a corrupt way
because that is the only way to achieve justicein a corrupt world. Agree? Disagree? Discuss.

22. Explain what the title has to do with the theme of this film? Discuss the title and how it fitsin
with the structure.
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L eonard Shelby

[llustrate your concept of thisman. Use images or words or both.
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23. Formal Review:

Use al the information you have collected to this point and write your formal review of this film.
You are writing for a student publication and are required to recommend or not recommend this film

to fellow students. Try to explain the film as you understand it.
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