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The Cider House Rules, 1999 
Miramax Collectorôs Series 

Director Lasse Hallstrom 

Screenwriter John Irving 

Producer Richard N. Gladstein 

Budget: $24 million 
 

Chapter 1: Opening Credits/Homer The Orphan  
Biography for Lasse Hallstrom 

Date of birth 2 June 1946, Stockholm, Sweden 

Birth name Lars Hallström 

Spouse Lena Olin 1994-present 

 

 Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: After 
almost two decades of making various TV and feature films in 

Sweden, Hallstrom finally attracted worldwide attention (and Oscar 

nominations for Best Director and Best Screenplay) for his adaptation 
of My Life as a Dog (1985), a warmhearted yet poignant look at the 

antics of a mischievous 12-year-old. His early films, including A Lover and His Lass (1974), Father-To-Be (1979), The 

Rooster (1981), and Happy We (1983), were never released in the U.S. After the success of My Life as a Dog 
Hallstrom's American debut, Once Around (1991), revealed an impressive grasp of character if not a flair for strong 

narrative. An American production of Peter Pan-a pet project of Hallstrom'sdidn't come to pass, 1991's Hook 

effectively co-opting it. His most recent films are What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993), with Johnny Depp, and 
Something to Talk About (1995).  

Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc. 

 

Director - filmography    
1. Harry & Caresse (2005)   

2. Untitled Casanova Project (2005)   
3. Unfinished Life, An (2004)   

4. ABBA: The Definitive Collection (2002) (V)  

5. Shipping News, The (2001)   
6. Chocolat (2000)  

7. Cider House Rules, The (1999)  

8. Lumière et compagnie (1995)   
9. Something to Talk About (1995) (as Lasse Hallstrom)   

10. Making Gilbert Grape (1993) (TV)  

11. What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993)  
12. Once Around (1991)  

13. "Alla vi barn i Bullerbyn" (1987) TV Series  

14. Mer om oss barn i Bullerbyn (1987)   
15. Alla vi barn i Bullerbyn (1986)   

16. Mitt liv som hund (1985)   

17. Två killar och en tjej (1983)   
18. Kom igen, nu'rå! (1981) (TV)  

19. Tuppen (1981)   

20. Jag är med barn (1979)   
21. ABBA: The Movie (1977)  

22. "Semlons gröna dalar" (1977) (mini) TV Series  

23. Kille och en tjej, En (1975)   
24. Flyttningen (1974) (TV)  

25. Ska vi gå hem till dej eller till mh en till sitt? (1973) (TV)   

Writer - filmography    
1. Mitt liv som hund (1985)   

2. Två killar och en tjej (1983)   
3. Kom igen, nu'rå! (1981) (TV)  

4. Tuppen (1981) (screenplay)   

5. Jag är med barn (1979)   
6. ABBA: The Movie (1977)  

7. Kille och en tjej, En (1975)   

8. Ska vi gå hem till dej ler var och en till sitt? (1973) (TV)   

Editor - filmography    
1. Två killar och en tjej (1983)   

2. Tuppen (1981)   
3. Jag är med barn (1979)   

4. ABBA: The Movie (1977)  

5. Kille och en tjej, En (1975)   
6. Ska vi gå hem till dej er var och en till sitt? (1973) (TV)   

Producer - filmography    
1. Open Window (2004) (in production) (executive producer)  
2. Harry & Caresse (2005) (announced) (producer)  

3. What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993) (executive producer)  

4. Big Five, The (1988) (TV) (co-executive producer)  

Cinematographer - filmography   
1. Kille och en tjej, En (1975)   

2. Ska vi gå hem till dej er var och en till sitt? (1973) (TV)  

Actor - filmography   
1. ABBA: The Definitive Collection (2002) (V) (uncredited) 

 

 

This is a Morality Play that will question your morals on one of lifeôs topics, presents the 

audience with a moral dilemma. The topic that will be addressed is abortion, and they are going 

to present to what America looked like previous to the legalization of abortion. 

 

The beautiful score playing in the background and that you are listening to, is performed by 

Rachel Portman. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/BornInYear?1946
http://pro.imdb.com/r/legacy-inprod-name/inproduction/
http://pro.imdb.com/r/legacy-inprod-name/inproduction/
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Biography for Rachel Portman 

Date of birth 11 December 1960, Haslemere, England 

Birth name Rachel M. Portman  

 

Trivia  

 First female composer to win an Oscar 

 Started composing on the piano at age 13 
 

Composer - filmography    
1. Because of Winn-Dixie (2005) (post-production)  
2. Manchurian Candidate, The (2004)  

3. Mona Lisa Smile (2003)  

4. Human Stain, The (2003)   
5. Nicholas Nickleby (2002)  

6. Truth About Charlie, The (2002)   

7. Hart's War (2002)  
8. Emperor's New Clothes, The (2001)   

9. Chocolat (2000)  

10. Legend of Bagger Vance, The (2000)  

11. Closer You Get, The (2000)   

12. Cider House Rules, The (1999)  

13. Ratcatcher (1999)   
14. Other Sister, The (1999)  

15. Beloved (1998)  

16. Home Fries (1998)  
17. Beauty and the Beast: The Enchanted Christmas (1997) (V)    

18. Addicted to Love (1997)   

19. Marvin's Room (1996)  
20. Emma (1996)  

21. Adventures of Pinocchio, The (1996)   

22. To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything! Julie Newmar (1995)  
23. Palookaville (1995)  

24. Smoke (1995)   

25. Pyromaniac's Love Story, A (1995)  
26. War of the Buttons (1994)   

27. Road to Wellville, The (1994)  

28. Only You (1994)   

29. Sirens (1994)  

30. Great Moments in Aviation (1993) (TV)   

31. Friends (1993)  
32. Joy Luck Club, The (1993)  

33. Benny & Joon (1993)  

34. Ethan Frome (1993)  

35. Used People (1992)  
36. Mr. Wakefield's Crusade (1992) (TV)  

37. Rebecca's Daughters (1992)  

38. Cloning of Joanna May, The (1992) (TV)  
39. Flea Bites (1991) (TV)  

40. Antonia and Jane (1991)  

41. Where Angels Fear to Tread (1991)  
42. Life Is Sweet (1990)  

43. Shoot to Kill (1990/I) (TV)  

44. "Storyteller: Greek Myths, The" (1990) (mini) TV Series   

45. Widowmaker, The (1990) (TV)  

46. Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit (1990) (TV)  

47. Living with Dinosaurs (1989) (TV)  
48. Monster Maker (1989) (TV)  

49. Precious Bane (1989) (TV)  

50. Young Charlie Chaplin (1989) (TV)   
51. Woman in Black, The (1989) (TV)  

52. Loving Hazel (1988) (TV)  

53. Sometime in August (1988) (TV)  
54. High Hopes (1988)  

55. 1914 All Out (1987) (TV)  

56. 90 Degrees South (1987)  
57. Falklands War: The Untold Story, The (1987) (TV)  

58. Short and Curlies, The (1987) (TV)  

59. "Storyteller, The" (1987) TV Series   
60. Good as Gold (1986) (TV)  

61. Little Princess, A (1986) (TV)  

62. Sharma and Beyond (1986)  

63. Four Days in July (1985) (TV)  

64. Last Day of Summer (1984/I)  

65. Reflections (1984) (TV)  
66. Experience Preferred... But Not Essential (1982) (TV)   

67. Privileged (1982) 

 

The opening shot is actually a mistake, but it ended up in the movie.  This tracking shot was 

supposed to end up picking up two passengers getting off of this train.  But the train missed its 

mark, as a result you get this empty shot that turns out to be wonderful. 

 

As the camera pushes in towards the orphanage up on the hill there, it is a computer digital shot, 

and the only one in the movie.  Now you can see the two passengers that 

were missed on the first shot.   

 

This opening sequence was not in the script when the director got involved 

with the project.  This montage of Homer growing up was deleted from the 

novel, and the director urged Irving to put it back in. 

 

The directors main desire was for the writer, John Irving to bring back some 

of the episcope of the story.  He had spent fourteen years writing this story.  

Lasse Hallstrom the director felt it was important to show the passage of 

time, and to see Homer growing up in the orphanage in the beginning of the 

http://www.imdb.com/BornInYear?1960
http://pro.imdb.com/r/legacy-inprod-name/inproduction/
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movie.  What it establishes and reinstates for the viewer of the movie is the bleakness and 

passage of time for an un-adopted kid.   

 

The first chapter of the book is called ñThe Boy Who Belongs to Saint Cloudôsò and this helps 

them prove that this is the boy who does belong to St. Cloudôs.  You also get a chance to see 

Michael Caine, the Doctor growing older.  When the film begins and you get to see him taking in 

the first child, you then get to see how he has aged. 

 

There was more than one adoption in the novel that was slated to be shot, but they never got to it.  

The third adoption, when his parents are swept away on a raft.  It is a wonderful image in the 

novel that they never were able to get to for the movie.  There was also a fourth family, where 

Homer gets caught having sex with his stepsisters, that also never got shot.  So what they wanted 

to show you was that Homer had four failed adoptions, but they were only able to show you two 

on screen.  They never thought it would actually work with two. 

 

 In these shots of Tobey Maguire, (Spiderman salary $17 million for the 

sequel) playing the role of Homer, he has make-up on him to make him 

look younger.  Old age make-up is a lot easier than making someone 

look younger.  It is a wig he has on here, a little reminiscent of the 

Beatles. 

 
Biography for Tobby Maquire  

Date of birth 27 June 1975, Santa Monica, CA 

Birth name Tobias Vincent Maguire  

Height 5' 8"   

 

Mini biography Tobey's parents were 18 and 20 and unwed when he was born. His father, Vincent, was a cook. His mother, Wendy, was a 

secretary. They split two years after his birth. This resulted in his moving constantly as a youth, spending time in California, Oregon, and 

Washington. He quit school in the 9th grade and pursued child actor roles. He did several commercials and bit roles on various TV shows before 
landing a starring role on the Fox comedy "Great Scott". That role lasted 9 weeks before the show was cancelled. Although avoiding drugs and 

alcohol, he still is known for running with the party set, including Leo DiCaprio's group. Tobey is a vegetarian and studies yoga. 

Trivia  

 Is a vegetarian. 

 Enjoys yoga and cooking. 

 Originally wanted to be a chef, but turned to acting after his mother offered him $100 to take drama rather than home ec. in high school. 

 Packed on several pounds to fit his role in Spider-Man (2002). 

 May, 2002: Bought a $3.5 million dollar Beverly Hills mansion with his Spider-Man (2002) earnings. 

Salary Spider Man 2 $17 million, Seabiscuit $12.5 million, Spider Man 1 $4 million 
 

Actor - filmography    
1. Spider-Man 3 (2007) Peter Parker/Spider-Man 
2. Spider-Man 2 (2004) Spider-Man/Peter Parker  

3. Spider-Man 2 (2004/II) (VG) Peter Parker/Spider-Man  

4. Seabiscuit (2003) Red Pollard  
5. Spider-Man (2002) Spider-Man/Peter Parker  

6. Spider-Man (2002/II) (VG) (voice) Spider-Man/Peter Parker  

7. Cats & Dogs (2001) (voice) Lou the Beagle  
8. Don's Plum (2001) Ian  

9. Wonder Boys (2000) James Leer  

10. Ride with the Devil (1999/I) Jake Roedel  
11. Cider House Rules, The (1999) Homer Wells  

12. Pleasantville (1998) David Wagner/Bud Parker  
13. Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas (1998) Hitchhiker  

14. Deconstructing Harry (1997) Harvey Stern/Harry's Character  

15. Ice Storm, The (1997) Paul Hood  
16. Joyride (1996) J.T  

17. Duke of Groove (1996) (TV) Rich Cooper  

18. Seduced by Madness: (1996) (TV) Chuck Borchardt  
19. Empire Records (1995) (scenes deleted) Andre  

20. Healer (1994) Teenager  

21. Revenge of the Red Baron (1994) Jimmy Spencer  
22. Child's Cry for Help, A (1994) (TV) Peter Lively  

23. S.F.W. (1994) Al  

24. Spoils of War (1994) (TV) Martin  
25. This Boy's Life (1993) Chuck Bolger  

26. "Great Scott!" (1992) TV Series Scott Melrod  

27. Tales from the Whoop: Hot Rod Brown Class Clown (1990)    
28. Wizard, The (1989) Lucas' goon at video armageddon 

Producer - filmography   
1. Rock of Ages (2003) (TV) (executive producer)  

2. Seabiscuit (2003) (executive producer)  

3. Whatever We Do (2003) (producer)  
4. 25th Hour (2002) (producer) 
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 0:05:45 You get a quick shot here of he operating room pail, that is a significant reveal, where 

the door is closed on Homer. 

 

Chapter 2 (0:06:05) Two New Patients 
On Screen, ñSt. Cloudôs, Maine, March 1943.ò  Filming location is for the interior shots of the 

orphanage are North Hampton, Massachusetts. 

 

Rack focus from the gramophone to Dr. Larch on the bed as he inhales the either. 

 

They establish right in the beginning that Homer is more than welling to assist in the delivery 

process, but not in the abortions.  They, the director, writer and producer, discussed for a long 

time when to introduce the subject of abortion to the audience, and they decided it would be best 

if they got it out there right in the beginning of the film.  So here we get the discussion with 

Homer and the doctor about performing abortions at the orphanage.  By confronting the issue 

immediately it makes it less obtrusive and but it also makes it plain what you are talking about.  

This scene also establishes the relationship between Homer and Dr. Larch.  This is also verbatim 

with the way the scene appears in the book. 

 

Chapter 3 (0:09:11) ñIôm Not A Doctor!ò 
There was a classroom scene that was cut here, as the boys walk out to the incinerator, where 

you got a shot in the classroom and Buster plugs his nose form the smell of ether, from Dr. 

Larch. 

 

Chapter 4 (0:09:41) Bedtime 
The Ukulele Lady was a suggestion from Peter Hliddal, Production Sound Mixer, it is a great 

atmospheric song emitting from source sound.   

 

Fuzzy, (Erick Sullivan, from Malcolm in the Middle) the boy with the breathing problem spoke 

both English and Swedish, the director being Swedish, stated that it was like they had a secret 

language that no one else on the set understood.  This did cause a few problems as in one 

example were Lasse gave a direction to the boy, told him to get up and walk somewhere, the 

cameraman didnôt know what was happening, when in the scene the boy all of a sudden began to 

move to a new location. 

 
Biography for Erick Sullivan  

Date of birth 12 July 1991, Worcester, MA 

Birth name Erik Per Sullivan  
Height 4' 11"  

 

Mini biography Erik Sullivan was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, USA. He is a 1st Degree Back Belt in Taekwando,loves to ski, boogy 
board, build obstacle courses, play games of paintball, and travel. His debut was an uncredited role in Armageddon (1998). His breakthrough was 

the role of "Fuzzy" in "The Cider House Rules,(1999) and "Dewey" in "Malcolm in the Middle" (2000). Erik's mother is from Sweden, he is 

fluent in Swedish and English. Erik has always been an honor student and enjoys time with his classmates. 

 

Actor - filmography    

1. Christmas with the Kranks (2004)  Spike Frohmeyer 

2. Finding Nemo (2003) (voice) Sheldon  

3. Finding Nemo (2003/II) (VG) (voice) Sheldon the Seahorse  

4. Unfaithful (2002) Charlie Sumner  
5. Joe Dirt (2001) Little Joe Dirt  

6. Wendigo (2001) Miles  

7. "Malcolm in the Middle" (2000) TV Series Dewey 

8. Cider House Rules, The (1999) Fuzzy  
9. Armageddon (1998) (uncredited) Kid with Rocket Ship 

Himself - filmography   
1. Searching for the Wendigo (2002)  
2. Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards '02 (2002) (TV)   

3. 53rd Annual Primetime Emmy Awards, The (2001) (TV)   
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Notable TV Guest Appearances 

1. "Knock First" 14 April 2004  

2. "King of Queens, The" 20 May 2002  

3. "Black of Life" 26 August 2001  

4. "Wonderland" p30 March 2000 

 

0:11:02 The pray being given here by Nurse Edna, was John Irving grandmotherôs favorite 

prayer, which was written by Cardinal Newman.  

 

John Irving stated that he did about 18 months of research on Orphanages 

prior to writing the book.  He began his research at the Yale Medical 

Historical Library and the discovered that so many of these children were 

never adopted, unless they were infants.  He also discovered that the 

procedure of abortion was so inseparable from the life of an orphanage 

hospital, or the decision making process of an Orphanage physician at this 

time. 

 
 Biography for John Irving  

Date of birth 2 March 1942, Exeter, New Hampshire 

Birth name John Wallace Blunt Jr.  

Mini biography Born in New Hampshire, Irving is married and has three sons. He lives in Vermont and Toronto. 

 

Trivia  

 Wrote the adaptation of "The Cider House Rules" over a period of 13 years. 

 Won an American Book award for "The World According to Garp." 

 Inducted into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1992. 
 

Writer - filmography    
1. Door in the Floor, The (2004) (A Widow for One Year)  

2. Cider House Rules, The (1999) (novel) (screenplay)  

3. Simon Birch (1998) (A Prayer For Owen Meany)   
4. Hotel New Hampshire, The (1984) (novel)  

5. World According to Garp, The (1982) (novel)  

Actor - filmography    
1. Cider House Rules, The (1999) St. Clouds Stationmaster 

2. World According to Garp, The (1982) Referee 

Miscellaneous Crew - filmography   
1. Streetwise (1984) (thanks)  

Himself - filmography    
1. 72nd Annual Academy Awards, The (2000) (TV) Himself  

2. Cider House Rules: The Making of an American Classic, The  

Notable TV Guest Appearances 

1. "Studio 57" 11 March 1956  

 

0:11:55 There is a quality to this film, which is referred to as ñDickenesque,ò which is of course 

reference to the comparison with the great British writer Charles Dickens.  You will even notice 

here, that he is reading from Dickens to the children. 

 

Presenting the notion that, once a hero always a hero, John Irving stated, ñThat the whole 

concept from David Copperfield, that first sentence, óWhether I shall turn out to be the hero of 

my own life, or whether that station will be occupied by someone else.ò  That whole premise 

seemed to be Homerôs story.  Either he was going to achieve heroic stature of his own or he was 

always going to avoid taking responsibility.  It was pretty applicable to the story.  He also stated 

that he had a desire to pay a kind of homage to his favorite writer.ò   

 

Chapter 5 (0:13:03) A New Home For Hazel 
The director got a little upset on this day with the costume people putting so many hats and 

mittens on the kids.  Lasse was not on set the day that this was done, and he was not happy to see 

the finished shots with the orphanage kids so well covered for the elements.  He was right, they 

all look just a little too cute in this scene, complete with neatly tied scarfs.  One has to question 

not only how the kids would get the wardrobe, but also who put all of these clothes on the 

children.  They really donôt show a lot of employees here either. 
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Nurse Edna, played by Jane Alexander presented at the 2007 Arts Advocacy Day in Washington 

DC. 
 

Biography for Jane Alexander 

Date of birth 28 October 1939, Boston, MA 

 Birth name Jane Quigley  

 

Trivia  

 Received an Honorary Degree from Smith College in Northampton, MA. [1999] 

 Named to head the National Endowment of the Arts in August 1993. 

 Received the Women's International Center (WIC) Living Legacy Award in 1988. 

 

Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: Perhaps one of the finest actresses working 

in America today (in any medium), this proudly unglamorous actress is noted for her finely delineated 

characterizations, both in supporting performances and starring turns. After studying at Sarah Lawrence 
College and at the University of Edinburgh, Alexander joined Washington's Arena Stage in 1966, 

playing 15 different roles over the next three seasons. She made her Broadway debut in 1969's "The 

Great White Hope," playing the doomed lover of prizefighter Jack Jefferson; it was a Tony winning 
portrayal she reprised in the 1970 film version, snagging an Oscar nomination in the process. She 

subsequently picked up two other nominations, as a reluctant informant in All the President's Men 

(1976) and as Dustin Hoffman's steadfast friend in Kramer vs. Kramer (1979). Alexander appeared to 
good advantage in several prestigious TV movies as well, playing Eleanor Roosevelt in two Emmy-

winning dramas, Eleanor and Franklin (1976) and Eleanor and Franklin: The White House Years 
(1977).  

 

She won unanimously excellent notices and another Oscar nomination for her role as the indomitable 
mother in Testament a 1983 film chronicling the aftermath of a nuclear attack. Most of her best 

opportunities have come in made-for-TV movies: Playing for Time (1980, which won her an Emmy), 

Calamity Jane (playing the title role), Malice in Wonderland as legendary gossip columnist Hedda 
Hopper (both 1984), Blood & Orchids (1986), In Love and War (1987), and Daughter of the Streets 

(1990).  Like other actresses of her caliber who have been frustrated by the paucity of well-written, suitable female roles, Alexander turned to 

producing with Square Dance (1987), a charming if not altogether effective coming-of-age story in which she played Winona Ryder's saucy 
mother. She also appeared, uncredited, as Matthew Broderick's mother in Glory (1989). More recently, she played on Broadway in "The Sisters 

Rosensweig," and in 1993 was named by President Clinton to head the National Endowment for the Arts.   

 

OTHER FILMS INCLUDE: 1971: A Gunfight 1972: The New Centurions 1978: The Betsy 1980: Brubaker 1984: City HeatCopyright © 1994 

Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc.  Jane Alexander: Internationally known actress, Jane 

Alexander, has starred in such acclaimed films as "Testament", "Playing for Time" (Emmy), "Eleanor and Franklin, The White House Years" 
(Emmy Nomination and TV Critics Circle Award), "All The President's Men" (Academy Award Nomination) and "In Love and War", among 

many other memorable films. She is also a successful film producer, writer and translator.  

 

She is dedicated to world peace, wellness and wildlife conservation. She serves on the Boards of Wildlife Conservation International, Project 

Greenhope, the National Stroke Association, and Women's Action for Nuclear Disarmament. She is a recipient of the Israel Cultural Award and 

the Helen Caldicott Leadership Award. As a child, Jane Alexander grew up knowing the necessity for wellness. Her mother was a nurse and her 
father an orthopedic surgeon. Today she devotes her considerable efforts on behalf of stroke patients. She has four children to remind her that 

each of us is responsible for making this earth a finer place to share. 

 

Actress - filmography    
1. Carry Me Home (2003) Mrs. Gortimer  

2. Ring, The (2002) Dr. Grasnik  
3. Sunshine State (2002) Delia Temple  

4. Bitter Winter (2001) (TV)  

5. Jenifer (2001) (TV) Jenifer's Mother 
6. Cider House Rules, The (1999) Nurse Edna  

7. Stay the Night (1992) (TV) Blanche Kettman  

8. Marriage: Georgia O'Keeffe (1991) (TV) Georgia O'Keeffe  
9. Daughter of the Streets (1990) (TV) Peggy Ryan 

10. Glory (1989) (uncredited) Sarah Blake Sturgis Shaw  

11. Open Admissions (1988) (TV) Ginny Carlsen  
12. Friendship in Vienna, A (1988) (TV) Hannah Dournenvald  

13. Square Dance (1987) Juanelle  

14. In Love and War (1987) (TV) Sybil Stockdale  
15. Sweet Country (1986) Anna  

16. Blood & Orchids (1986) (TV) Doris Ashley  

17. Malice in Wonderland (1985) (TV) Hedda Hopper  
18. City Heat (1984) Addy  

19. Calamity Jane (1984) (TV) Calamity Jane (Canary)  

20. When She Says No (1984) (TV) Nora Strangis  

21. Testament (1983) Carol Wetherly  
22. In the Custody of Strangers (1982) (TV) Sandy Caldwell  

23. Night Crossing (1981) Doris Strelzyk  

24. Dear Liar (1981) (TV) Mrs. Patrick Campbell  
25. Playing for Time (1980) (TV) Alma Rose  

26. Brubaker (1980) Lillian Gray 

27. Kramer vs. Kramer (1979) Margaret Phelps  
28. Lovey: A Circle of Children, Part II (1978) Mary   

29. Question of Love, A (1978/I) (TV) Barbara Moreland  

30. Betsy, The (1978) Alicia Hardeman  
31. Eleanor and Franklin: (1977) (TV) Eleanor Roosevelt  

32. Circle of Children, A (1977) (TV) Mary MacCracken  

33. All the President's Men (1976) Judy Hoback, Bookkeeper  
34. Eleanor and Franklin (1976) (TV) Eleanor Roosevelt  

35. Death Be Not Proud (1975) (TV) Frances Gunther  

36. This Is the West That Was (1974) (TV) Sarah Shaw  
37. Miracle on 34th Street (1973) (TV) Karen Walker  
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38. New Centurions, The (1972) Dorothy Fehler  

39. Welcome Home, Johnny Bristol (1972) (TV) Anne Palmer  

40. Gunfight, A (1971) Nora Tenneray  
41. Great White Hope, The (1970) Eleanor 

Producer - filmography   

1. Square Dance (1987) (executive producer)   

2. Calamity Jane (1984) (TV) (producer)  

Miscellaneous Crew - filmography   
1. Chelsea Walls (2001) (special thanks)   

 

The older gentleman, Patrick Donnelly, getting out of his car, is from the Massachusetts Film 

Office; Lasse cast him in this role as a way to thank him for the help in utilizing all of the 

locations in Massachusetts. 

 

The snow on the ground was man made from big blocks of ice. 

 

The lunchroom set was filmed in North Hampton State Hospital in North Hampton, 

Massachusetts; the hospital was no longer in use.  The Production Designer, David Gropman, 

was responsible for decorating this shell of a building and making it looks like a state orphanage 

of this period.  The exterior of the orphanage was located in Lenox, Massachusetts.  Historically 

it was the summer home of J. P. Morganôs sister.  J. P. Morgan established the J. P. Morgan 

financial empire here in the states.  When you use two different locations for your interior shot 

and your exterior shot, you worry about the matching and consistency of the two.  They felt that 

the interior shots were much larger than the actual exterior of the building and that the audience 

might question them. 

 

Michael Jackson joke about wanting Curley. 

 

Great shot of the two looking out of the window, but 

as you follow the shot you have to ask, how did they 

do that?  Oliver Stapleton the Cinematographer 

placed a pane of glass in front of these two actors in 

the actual corridor that they are standing in.  Thus as 

they stand up the window disappears and the camera 

is able to follow them down the hall. Very seamless 

as they come into the hall, great shot. 

 

Stapletonôs work on this film is really wonderful, as it 

supports the work and it isnôt showy. 

 

Chapter 6 (0:15:50) Movie Night 
The music you are listening to hear, as you view this very famous clip from King Kong (1933), is 

a re-recording, thus the quality is extraordinary. The orphans get to watch the movie King Kong 

(1933) with a certain scene intact (the giant ape peels off Anne Darrowôs garments).  That scene 

was cut from Kong shortly after its premiere and was not publicly available anywhere (until 

1971), so whoever lived in 1940ôs Maine could only see the cut version of Kong.  The scene was 

thought to be too sexual, it hints of bestiality, suggesting that Kong would like to have sex with 

Ann Darrow, a painful impossibility.  

 

There is no movie night in the novel, but John Irving wanted something that was different from 

all of the reading that is done to the children in the novel.  He also wanted to set up the Drive-In 
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scene which appears later with Candy, and it just seemed to John Irving, that children who donôt 

know their parents and are thinking about being adopted, would see any manifestation of love, as 

love coming from a parent.  But a child with a parent might never assume that the giant ape 

would think that Ann Darrow would be his mother.  But here an orphan might always be looking 

for his mother, clearly a big stretch on the part of the screenwriter. 

 

0:18:18 Look how they answered this problem with Michael Caineôs British accent creeping into 

the film now and again.  They have this conversation with Fuzz, about his mother being an 

immigrant thus that would answer why occasionally Michael Caine has traces of an English 

accent, instead of the New England accent he should possess as this character. 

 
Biography of Michael Caine 

Date of birth 14 March 1933, St. Olave's Hospital, Rotherhithe, London, England 

Birth name Maurice Joseph Micklewhite  

Height 6' 2"  

 

 Mini biography Maurice Micklewhite in London, Caine was the son of a fish-market porter and a charlady. He left school at fifteen and took a 

series of working-class jobs before serving with the British Army in Korea, where he saw combat. Upon his 

return to England, he gravitated toward the theatre and got a job as an assistant stage manager. He adopted the 
name of Caine on the advice of his agent, taking it from a "Caine Mutiny" marquee. In the years that followed, he 

worked in more than 100 television dramas, with repertory companies throughout England and eventually in the 

stage hit, "The Long and the Short and the Tall," as Peter O'Toole's understudy, a role he later assumed on tour. 
The 1964 African adventure film Zulu (1964) brought Caine to international attention. Instead of being typecast 

as a Cockney soldier, he played an effete, aristocratic officer. Although "Zulu" was a major success, it was the 

role of Harry Palmer in Ipcress File, The (1965) and his title role as Alfie (1966), which made Caine a star of the 
first magnitude. He epitomized the new breed of actor in mid-sixties England, the working-class bloke with 

glasses and a down-home accent. However, after initially continuing to star is some excellent films, particularly 

in the sixties, including Gambit (1966), Funeral in Berlin (1966), Play Dirty (1968), Battle of Britain (1969), Too 
Late the Hero (1970), _Last Valley, The (1970)_ and especially Get Carter (1971), he often seemed to take on 

roles in below average films, simply for the money he could by then command. There was some gems amongst 

the dross, however. He gave a magnificent performance opposite Sean Connery in Man Who Would Be King, 
The (1975) and as a German colonel in Eagle Has Landed, The (1976). Educating Rita (1983) and Hannah and 

Her Sisters (1986) (for which he won his first Oscar) were highlights of the eighties, while more recently Little 

Voice (1998), Cider House Rules, The (1999) (his second Oscar) and Last Orders (2001) have been widely acclaimed. 

 

Trivia  

 Awarded British Variety Club Award for Best Film Actor 1987 

 Awarded CBE (Commander Of The Most Excellent Order Of The British Empire) in 1993. 

 When formally knighted at Buckingham Palace on 16 November 2000, he was knighted under his real name of Maurice Micklewhite. He will 
be known professionally as Sir Michael Caine. 

 He owns seven restaurants: six in London, one in Miami. 
 

Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: How does one evaluate the oeuvre of an actor who frankly admits that he chooses his 
film projects (a) for the locations on which they're to be shot, and (b) on the amount of money he's to be paid? (He's certainly honest, if nothing 

else.) It would be difficult in most cases, but a prodigiously talented actor such as Caine makes it even more so. He's frequently far better than the 

films in which he appears: He's given stellar performances in the likes of Woody Allen's Hannah and Her Sisters (1986, winning a Best 
Supporting Actor Oscar in the bargain), Alfie (1966), Sleuth (1972), and Educating Rita (1983)-Oscar nominees all. But these outstanding credits 

must be lumped in with his appearances in such lesser films as Beyond the Poseidon Adventure (1979), Blame It on Rio (1984), and Sweet 

Liberty (1986, in which Caine's performance was pronounced the "only redeeming feature" by some critics). Born to a poor Depression-era 
London family, Caine spent his early childhood years in a two-room Camberwell flat without electricity. During World War 2, he and his mother 

and brother were assigned to an evacuee home in rural Norfolk. At 16, the rebellious lad quit school and eventually went on to serve as a private 

in the British army, being posted abroad during the Korean War. Back in London, facing bleak job prospects, he answered an ad in "The Stage" 
and joined the Horsham Repertory Company in Sussex as assistant stage manager. He graduated to acting via bit parts, which led to bigger roles, 

and at the end of the season, Caine (now Michael Scott) joined the Lowestoft Theatre in Suffolk, where he met his future wife, actress Patricia 

Haines. A movie marquee for The Caine Mutiny inspired his new name-and, seemingly, brought him better luck: By the late 1960s, Caine had 
appeared in more than 100 TV shows and films such as A Hill in Korea (1956, his first movie), How to Murder a Rich Uncle (1957), The Day the 

Earth Caught Fire, The Wrong Arm of the Law (both 1962), Zulu (1964, in a standout role as an insouciant army officer), The Ipcress File (1965, 

the first of three appearances as master spy Harry Palmer), Funeral in Berlin, The Wrong Box (both 1966), Hurry Sundown, Woman Times Seven 
(both 1967), The Magus (1968), and The Battle of Britain (1969).  

 

The success of Alfie and the Harry Palmer movies made Caine an international star, but he squandered his standing by accepting roles in a string 
of undistinguished 1970s efforts, including Get Carter (1971), X, Y, and Zee, Pulp (both 1972), The Black Windmill (1974), Harry and Walter 

Go to New York (1976), and The Swarm (1978), to name a few. But he frequently got choice roles in better films as well, making the most of his 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0069516/
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opportunities in Sleuth (1972, opposite Laurence Olivier in a lighthearted tour de force), The Man Who Would Be King (1975, opposite Sean 

Connery in a rugged adventure story), and California Suite (1978, delivering a deft comic performance). The 1980s found Caine continuing the 

same trend; how to reconcile the abovementioned Hannah and Her Sisters, Educating Rita Brian DePalma's stylish thriller Dressed to Kill (1980), 
The Whistle Blower (1986) with the likes of The Hand (1981), Water (1985), and Jaws the Revenge (1987)? Toward the decade's end, Caine got 

two bright comic roles: as a sophisticated con man in competition with Steve Martin in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels and as a bungling Sherlock 

Holmes perpetually "rescued" by the brilliant Doctor Watson (Ben Kingsley) in Without a Clue (both 1988). In his finest performance in years, 
Caine played a chillingly ruthless, beleaguered businessman who casually eliminates his wife, boss, and business rival in A Shock to the System 

(1990), a delicious black comedy that enjoyed only limited box-office success. He was also good in Noises Off (1992) and the cable telefilm Blue 

Ice (1993), and played an unsubtle villain in On Deadly Ground (1994). Aside from his remarkably prolific and consistent acting career, Caine 
has also dabbled in the restaurant business, as part owner of London's Langan's Brasserie. He has written two books, "Michael Caine's Moving 

Picture Show" (1988), a collection of anecdotes, and his autobiography "What's It All About?" (1993). In addition, his master class, Acting on 

Film, was turned into a successful videotape and book.  
Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc.   

 

Michael Caine:  On March 14th, 1933, Maurice Joseph Micklewhite was born. After changing his name to Michael Caine, lil' Maurice earned 
audiences love and respect as a versatile, hard-working actor.  His international film career was launched by 1966's Alfie, playing a womanizing 

Cockney in swinging London. Still playing a working-class character, Caine completed a trilogy of espionage movies, playing Len Deighton's 

bespectacled agent, Harry Palmer, in Ipcress File, Funeral in Berlin and The Billion Dollar Brain.Michael Caine obviously loves working on 
films because he's made dozens of them ranging from excellent (Mona Lisa) to truly awful (Blame It on Rio and Jaws: The Revenge). He's got 

such a good attitude about him that audiences forgive him in the dreck and love him in the good stuff.  The "good stuff" has done quite well for 

him and he's either won or been nominated for the Emmys, the Oscars®, and the Golden Globes. His latest Golden Globe nod was for his role in 
Miramax's Little Voice. He was also a big hit with the press on the 9th and 10th days of the 1998 Toronto International Film Festival.  Totally 

enjoyable in both comedies and dramas, Michael Caine still has many roles left to play, and we're all better off because of that. With so many 
characters under his belt, Caine is an excellent study for young actors who want to get into film. His book Acting in Film : An Actor's Take on 

Movie Making gives the student actor valuable tips on acting in front of the camera. Michael was nominated for the 57th Annual Golden Globe 

Awards for his role in The Cider House Rules. He later won both the SAG and Academy Awards. At the Oscars®, Caine paid tribute to his fellow 
nominees in a very touching speech.  In June of 2000, he became Sir Michael Caine, when the Queen gave him a knighthood in her annual 

birthday honors list. 

 

Actor - filmography    
1. Bewitched (2005) Nigel  

2. Batman Begins (2005) Alfred Pennyworth  
3. Weather Man, The (2005) Robert Spritz 

4. Around the Bend (2004) Henry Lair  

5. Statement, The (2003) Pierre Brossard  
6. Secondhand Lions (2003) Garth  

7. Actors, The (2003) O'Malley  

8. Quiet American, The (2002) Thomas Fowler  

9. Austin Powers in Goldmember (2002) Nigel Powers  

10. Quicksand (2001/I) Jake Mellows  

11. Last Orders (2001) Jack Dodds  
12. Miss Congeniality (2000) Victor Melling  

13. Get Carter (2000) Cliff Brumby  

14. Shiner (2000) Billy 'Shiner' Simpson  
15. Quills (2000) Dr. Royer-Collard  

16. Debtors, The (1999)  

17. Cider House Rules, The (1999) Dr. Wilbur Larch  
18. Curtain Call (1999) Max Gale  

19. Little Voice (1998) Ray Say  

20. Shadow Run (1998) Haskell  
21. 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (1997/II) (TV) Captain Nemo  

22. Mandela and de Klerk (1997) (TV) F.W. de Klerk  

23. Midnight in St. Petersburg (1996) Harry Palmer  
24. Blood and Wine (1996) Victor Spansky  

25. Bullet to Beijing (1996) (TV) Harry Palmer  

26. On Deadly Ground (1994) Michael Jennings  

27. Muppet Christmas Carol, The (1992) Scrooge  

28. Blue Ice (1992) Harry Anders  

29. Noises Off... (1992) Lloyd Fellowes  
30. Bullseye! (1990) Sidney Lipton/Doctor Hicklar  

31. Mr. Destiny (1990) Mike the Bartender at Joint Bar/Angel  

32. Shock to the System, A (1990) Graham Marshall  
33. Jekyll & Hyde (1990) (TV) Dr. Henry Jekyll/Edward Hyde 

34. Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (1988) Lawrence Jamieson  

35. Jack the Ripper (1988) (TV) Chief Insp. Frederick Abberline  
36. Without a Clue (1988) Sherlock Holmes/Reginald Kincaid  

37. Surrender (1987) Sean Stein  

38. Fourth Protocol, The (1987) John Preston  

39. Jaws: The Revenge (1987) Hoagie Newcombe  

40. Whistle Blower, The (1986) Frank Jones  

41. Half Moon Street (1986) Lord Bulbeck  
42. Mona Lisa (1986) Mortwell  

43. Sweet Liberty (1986) Elliott James  

44. Hannah and Her Sisters (1986) Elliot  
45. Water (1985/I) Baxter Thwaites  

46. Holcroft Covenant, The (1985) Noel Holcroft  

47. Blame It on Rio (1984) Matthew Hollins  

48. Jigsaw Man, The (1983) Philip Kimberly/Sergei Kuzminsky  

49. Honorary Consul, The (1983) Charley Fortnum  

50. Educating Rita (1983) Dr. Frank Bryant  
51. Deathtrap (1982) Sidney Bruhl  

52. Hand, The (1981) Jonathan Lansdale  

53. Victory (1981/I) Capt. John Colby  
54. Dressed to Kill (1980) Doctor Robert Elliott  

55. Island, The (1980) Blair Maynard 

56. Beyond the Poseidon Adventure (1979) Captain Mike Turner  
57. Ashanti (1979) Dr. David Linderby  

58. California Suite (1978) Visitors from Sidney Cochran  

59. Swarm, The (1978) Brad Crane  
60. Silver Bears (1978) Doc Fletcher  

61. Bridge Too Far, A (1977) Lt. Col. J.O.E. Vandeleur  

62. Eagle Has Landed, The (1976) Col. Kurt Steiner  
63. Harry and Walter Go to New York (1976) Adam Worth  

64. Peeper (1975) Leslie C. Tucker  

65. Man Who Would Be King, The (1975) Peachy Carnehan  

66. Romantic Englishwoman, The (1975) Lewis Fielding  

67. Wilby Conspiracy, The (1975) Jim Keogh  

68. Destructors, The (1974) John Deray  
69. Black Windmill, The (1974) Maj. John Tarrant  

70. Pulp (1972) Mickey King  

71. Sleuth (1972) Milo Tindle  
72. Zee and Co. (1972) Robert Blakeley  

73. Kidnapped (1971) Alan Breck  

74. Get Carter (1971) Jack Carter  
75. Last Valley, The (1971) The Captain  

76. Too Late the Hero (1970) Pvt. Tosh Hearne  

77. Battle of Britain (1969) Squadron Leader Canfield  

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1557832773/digitalhitentert
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1557832773/digitalhitentert
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1557832773/digitalhitentert
http://www.digitalhit.com/globes/57/57nominations.shtml
http://www.digitalhit.com/sag/6/index.shtml
http://www.digitalhit.com/academy/72/72-winners.shtml
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78. Italian Job, The (1969) Charlie Croker  

79. Saturday-Night Theatre: Cornelius (1969) (TV) Cornelius  

80. Male of the Species (1969) (TV) Guest  
81. Play Dirty (1968) Capt. Douglas  

82. Magus, The (1968) Nicholas Urfe  

83. Deadfall (1968) Henry Clarke  
84. Billion Dollar Brain (1967) Harry Palmer  

85. Woman Times Seven (1967) Handsome Stranger  

86. Hurry Sundown (1967) Henry Warren  
87. Funeral in Berlin (1966) Harry Palmer  

88. Gambit (1966) Harry Tristan Dean  

89. Wrong Box, The (1966) Michael Finsbury  
90. Alfie (1966) Alfie  

91. Ipcress File, The (1965) Sergeant Harry Palmer  

92. Hamlet (1964/III) (TV) Horatio  
93. Other Man, The (1964) (TV) George Grant  

94. Zulu (1964) Lt. Gonville Bromhead  

95. Funny Noises with Their Mouths (1963) (TV)  
96. Wrong Arm of the Law, The (1963) Bit Part  

97. Solo for Sparrow (1962) Paddy Mooney  

98. Compartment, The (1961) (TV)  
99. Day the Earth Caught Fire, The (1961) Policeman  

100. Ship That Couldnt Stop, The (1961) (TV) Helmsman  

101. "Walk a Crooked Mile" (1961) (mini) TV Police constable  

102. Foxhole in Cairo (1961) Weber  

103. Ring of Truth (1961) (TV)  
104. Bulldog Breed, The (1960) (uncredited) Sailor cinema fight  

105. "No Wreath for the General" (1960) TV Police constable 

106. Danger Within (1959) (uncredited) Bit part  
107. Blind Spot (1958) .... Johnny Brent  

108. Passport to Shame (1958) (uncredited) Bit Part  

109. Two-Headed Spy, The (1958) Gestapo Agent  
110. Woman of Mystery, A (1958) (uncredited) Bit Part  

111. Carve Her Name with Pride (1958) (uncredited) Extra  

112. Key, The (1958) (uncredited)  
113. Steel Bayonet, The (1957) (uncredited) Bit Part  

114. How to Murder a Rich Uncle (1957) Gilrony  

115. Requiem for a Heavyweight (1957) (TV) Boxer  
116. Hill in Korea, A (1956) Pvt. Lockyer  

117. Sailor Beware (1956) (uncredited) Bit Part  

Producer - filmography    
1. Forever After (2001) (executive producer)  

2. Blue Ice (1992) (producer)  

3. Fourth Protocol, The (1987) (executive producer)  
4. Pulp (1972) (producer) (uncredited)  

5. Get Carter (1971) (producer) (uncredited)  

 

That little trick saved them from having to re-due scenes whenever Michael would make a 

mistake with his accents, which are numerous.  Michael Caine was not interested and even 

reluctant to do that scene, as he wanted to get the accent done correctly all of the time.  By doing 

the scene, he sort of admits that he could not get the part down correctly.  However, the scene is 

important, as it is one of the most intimate moments that he has with Fuzz, which will have its 

consequences later. 

  

Chapter 7 (0:19:51) Hard Being An Orphan 
Here we have a montage to suggest the passage of time, from winter to spring.  And a hint that 

the good doctor is a sexual being and does have an interest in his nurse assistant.  In the book this 

is dealt with in a much different manner, and much broader, we simply donôt have time to do it 

in the movie.  So read the book. 

 

Kieran Culkin, playing the role of Buster is really great, and yes, that is Maculley Culkinôs 

brother. 

 
Biography for Kieran Culkin  

Date of birth 30 September 1982, New York, NY  

Birth name Kieran Kyle Culkin  

Height 5' 9"   

 

 Mi ni biography Kieran Kyle Culkin was born September 30, 1982, and started working in 1990. He worked with his brother, Mac several times. 
His debut was playing Mac's cousin, Fuller, in Home Alone (1990). He went on to do lots of films on his own. He starred in Father of the Bride 

(1991) playing Steve Martin's young son. Then a few years later they offered him a special role in Mighty, The (1998). After his wonderful 

performance, he went on to bigger movies like Cider House Rules, The (1999) and Music of the Heart (1999). 
  

Actor - filmography    
1. Igby Goes Down (2002) Jason 'Igby' Slocumb, Jr.  
2. Dangerous Lives of Altar Boys, The (2002) Tim Sullivan  

3. "Go Fish" (2001) TV Series Andy 'Fish' Troutner 

4. Magical Legend of the Leprechauns, The (1999) Barney  
5. Cider House Rules, The (1999) Buster  

6. Music of the Heart (1999) Lexi at 15  

7. She's All That (1999) Simon Boggs  
8. Mighty, The (1998) Kevin 'Freak' Dillon  

9. Amanda (1996) Biddle  

10. Father of the Bride Part II (1995) Matty Banks  

11. My Summer Story (1994) Ralph 'Ralphie' Parker  
12. Nowhere to Run (1993) Mike 'Mookie' Anderson  

13. Home Alone 2: Lost in New York (1992) Fuller McCallister  

14. Father of the Bride (1991) Matty Banks  
15. Only the Lonely (1991) Patrick Muldoon Jr.  

16. Home Alone (1990) Fuller 

Himself - filmography   
1. Abby Singer (2003) .Himself  

2. Igby Goes Down: In Search of Igby (2003) (V) Himself 
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Notable TV Guest Appearances 1. "Frasier" 15 October 1996  

 
Cameo appearance by the author John Irving playing the role of the 

stationmaster. 

 

The location of this train station is Bellows Falls, Vermont.  It was a rush 

filming at this location, they even had some interior shots in the train that 

they were not able to get, and one of the reasons was that Kieran got some 

cinder in his eye, and it was rather painful, it took a large portion of the 

filming day to take care of that problem. By the way, film companies take 

out insurance policies for such things, in case an actor is sick, and you have 

to cancel a day or more of filming, it is very expensive, thus you carry 

insurance for such reasons. 

 

Chapter 8 (0:22:55) She Died Of Ignorance 
The children you are looking at are all locale kids, with one exception, that being young Erick, 

Keiran and Paz, they placed ads in the locale newspapers to get the kids for the large group shots 

at the orphanage.  They were lucky to accomplish this, but Lasse is very good with working with 

young inexperienced children. 

 

0:26:45 They are very careful about the medical information that they convey to the audience.  

John Irving took extensive care to do that in the novel and then when they began filming they 

had several doctors on the set to walk them through this information, and make sure that they 

would be accurate. 

 

Notice a choice by the director here, not to have music while they are digging the grave and then 

again in the car while they are driving back to the orphanage, not to have the radio playing.  That 

would have been called source music, where the musical instrumentation comes from a prop 

within the story. 

 

In this shot with the car, there are crew members behind the car on the trailer, bumping it to give 

the impression that the road is bumpy.  Here in the car Homer makes the one point for which 

there is no answer, that being, ñI could have ended up in the incinerator.ò  Notice how they talk 

about Buster as if he is not present, then all of sudden, the car swerves and Buster is present. 

 

Chapter 9 (0:25:57) Wally And Candy 
Look how out of place Candy and Wally look upon their arrival, not only the car, but also the 

characters themselves. 

 

One of the statements that John Irving made about the movie is that everything that happens in 

the film is because abortion is not legal at this time.  What he means by that, if abortion was legal 

at this time period there would be no story, there would be no orphanage, Homer would never 

have been born, and he certainly would have never meet Candy.  The whole story evaporates at a 

time like this that permits that procedure.  It is a way of making the abortion argument strictly 

from an historical perspective. 
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Not todayôs argument, but to say, ñLetôs look at what it was like, when you couldnôt have an 

abortion.ò  Of course at this time period depicted in the movie, this procedure was largely unsafe, 

largely illegal, and largely unavailable. 

 

Paul Rudd, playing Wally Worthington. 

 
Biography for Paul Rudd 

Date of birth 6 April 1969, Passaic, New Jersey 

Height 5' 9"   

 

Mini biography Rudd traveled with his family during his early years because of his father's airline job. 

Rudd attended the Shawnee Mission West High School in Kansas City and then attended the University of 
Kansas, majoring in theater. He graduated from the American Academy of Dramatic Arts/West in Los 

Angeles and participated in a three-month intensive workshop under the guidance of 'Michael Kahn' at the 

British Drama Academy at Oxford University in England. Rudd helped to produce the Globe Theater's 
production of Howard Brenton's "Bloody Poetry", which starred Rudd as Percy Bysshe Shelley. 

 

Mini biography Paul Stephen Rudd was raised in Overland Park, Kansas. His father is American, but his 

mother is English. He has one sister, three years younger than he. Paul attended Broadmoor Junior High 

and Shawnee Mission West High Schools. He graduated from High School in 1987 and had been Student 
Body President. He then attended the University of Kansas to find that he wasn't overly academic. Turning 

to his native charm and charisma, he applied to, and was accepted at, American Academy of Dramatic Arts 

in Los Angeles.  Paul Rudd: Paul Stephen Rudd was born in 1969 in Passaic, New Jersey. He attended the 
University of Kansas, where he began his acting career. Upon graduating from the University with honors, 

he received the Spencer Tracy Scholarship to the American Academy of Dramatic Arts. He also spent a 

semester studying at the British Drama Academy at Oxford England. There, he portrayed the title role in 
"Hamlet," directed by Ben Kingsley. Paul then went on to television. He starred in the CBS's "The Fire Next Time," and also appeared several 

times on the NBC series "Sisters" as Kirbie Philby, and starred in the Fox comedy series "Wild Oats." Paul played Jimmy Rusoff in "Runaway 

Daughters,ò On stage, Rudd produced and starred in the Old Globe's critically acclaimed production of "Bloody Poetry." 

 

Spouse Julie Yaeger 2003-present 

Trivia  

 Was classmates with Matthew Lillard at American Academy of Dramatic Arts 

 Attended the University of Kansas 
 

Actor - filmography    
1. Cordless (2005) Guy  
2. OH in Ohio, The (2005) Jack  

3. Baxter, The (2005)   

4. Tennis, Anyone...? (2004)  
5. Wake Up, Ron Burgundy (2005) (V) Brian Fantana  

6. P.S. (2004) Sammy Silverstein  

7. Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy (2004) Brian  
8. House Hunting (2003) Daniel  

9. Two Days (2003) Paul Miller  

10. Shape of Things, The (2003) Adam Sorenson  
11. Stella Shorts 1998-2002 (2002) (V) John  

12. On the Edge (2001/II) (TV) Kenneth   

13. Château, The (2001) Graham Granville  
14. Wet Hot American Summer (2001) Andy  

15. Great Gatsby, The (2001) (TV) Nick Carraway  

16. Tejing xinrenlei 2 (2000) Ian Curtis  

17. Bash: Latter-Day Plays (2000) (TV)  

18. Reaching Normal (1999) Kenneth  

19. Cider House Rules, The (1999) Wally Worthington  
20. 200 Cigarettes (1999) Kevin  

21. Twelfth Night, or What You Will (1998) (TV) Duke Orsino  

22. Object of My Affection, The (1998) George Hanson  
23. Overnight Delivery (1998) Wyatt Trips  

24. Locusts, The (1997) Earl  

25. Size of Watermelons, The (1996) Alex  
26. Romeo + Juliet (1996) Dave Paris  

27. Halloween: The Curse of Michael Myers (1995) Doyle  

28. Clueless (1995) Josh Lucas  
29. "Wild Oats" (1994) TV Series Brian Grant  

30. Runaway Daughters (1994) (TV) Jimmy Rusoff  

31. Moment of Truth: Stalking Back (1993) (TV) Scott  
32. Fire Next Time, The (1993) (TV) David  

33. "Sisters" (1991) TV Kirby Quimby Philby (1992-1993)  

34. Question of Ethics, A (1992) (as Kenny Chin)  

35. Jamie's Secret (1992) (V)  

 

Going back to the large interiors of this building, they do connect to that exterior in an 

emotional level, if not a physical level.  The emptiness of the place brings a rich atmosphere 

to it.  They wanted to have these long corridors and the institutional feel, yet not completely 

institutional, but they really donôt match the exterior shots of the building. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000498/
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Finding this exterior building was not an easy find, they couldnôt have a house and they 

couldnôt have a hospital, but a big building where kids would live.  It is such an improvement 

over the building of St. Cloudôs is in the novel.  In the novel St. Clouds is an abandoned 

logging camp.  This would have been so confining and so uninteresting to look at visually, 

especially when you got inside of it.  For the movie it was important to make a change there. 

 

Chapter 10 (0:32:55) Homer Leaves Home 
The ñPrinces of New England,ò John Irving stated that he wanted Dr. Larch to say a sort of 

benediction to the boys each night, something to bless them, and that is what he came up 

with.  He didnôt want it to be religious, since Larch is not particularly religious.  But one in 

his own way that is slightly mocking, as these kids are the last thing in the world and the 

farthest thing in the world from princes and kings.  But he is not mocking them in his instinct 

to make them feel good about themselves.  He is building the boys up each night by saying 

this line, stating that they are special, as special as anybody else in the world. 

 

So much of the dialogue from the book remains in tact in the film.  However, Michael 

Caineôs delivery of the lines for this character is much gentler than they are on the page.  He 

actually softens the character to Larch more than the screenplay even hints at for this 

character.  It was Michael Caineôs choice to be restrained and low key in his delivery, it 

really helps enhance the sympathy feel for the character, especially given how much bigger 

Michael is than Toby, physically, if he had been shouting too much of the time, he would 

have seemed like a bully. 

 

They give the audience that 

chaotic scene with Fuzzy 

throwing up and the kids 

screaming as the final straw 

for Homer to make his 

decision to leave.  This is 

something that was created 

for the screenplay. Here is a 

little bit of adlib here from 

Michael Caine, when he 

mentions Honolulu and the moon.  John Irving walked in on this scene as they were doing it 

and heard the line being improvised and kindly kept his cool as his script 

was being added to right in front of his face. 

 

A two sided event taking place here.  Dr. Larch gives him the x-ray of 

Fuzzy as a way of making sure that Homer will not have to go and fight 

in the war.  But when he gives him the paper he says the line, ñHere is 

your heart, take it with you.ò  It is a great metaphor on life, always 

remembering that you have a heart to love and learn to love with, as you 

go out into this big cruel world. 
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There was a review in one of the Washington papers that stated how shocking it was that 

anyone would try to keep a young man out of the war for any reason.  That is a strange level 

of patriotism directed to a fictional movie.  The critic even went on to say that this action was 

more shocking than incest. 

 
Biography for Paz de la Huerta 

Date of birth 4 September 1984, New York, NY 

 

Mini biography Born and raised in New York City, Paz de la Huerta has been acting since the age of four, having trained at the SoHo 

Children's Acting Studio. Aside from acting, Paz is a skilled artist, designer, and writer who enjoy listening to punk rock music. She 

currently resides in Tribeca, New York, with her mother and sister. 

Trade mark Combat boots and leopard skirt. 

 

Actress - filmography    
1. Fierce People (2004)  

2. 5up 2down (2005) Allie  

3. Steal Me (2005) Lily Rose  
4. Light and the Sufferer (2004) Annette 

5. Homework (2004) Sara  
6. Rick (2003) Vicki  

7. Bringing Rain (2003) Dakota Cunningham  

8. Girl's Guide to the Galaxy, A (2002) Maxie  
9. Walk to Remember, A (2002) Tracie  

10. Riding in Cars with Boys (2001) 1st Phone Call Flirt  

11. Chelsea Walls (2001) (as Paz De La Huerta) Girl  
12. Bailey's Mistake (2001) (TV) Becca Donovan  

13. Looking for an Echo (2000) Nicole Delgado 

14. Cider House Rules, The (1999) Mary Agnes  
15. Luminous Motion (1998) Beatrice  

16. Object of My Affection, The (1998) 13-Year-Old Sally 

Notable TV Guest Appearances 

1. "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" 14 April 2000  

2. "Practice, The" p 2 April 2000  
3. "Law & Order" 5 January 2000 

 

As this scene ends we do have a slight continuity problem here, Notice that Candy gets in the car 

and is laying down, then we cut to this elevated view and she is sitting up, now watch as we 

switch back to the car view, she is once again laying down. They jokingly referred to that car 

going off in the distance as the Wizard of Oz shot, I think you can tell why.  It is reminiscent of 

the shot of Dorothy and Toto heading down the yellow brick road as the camera is elevated and 

the music escalates.  Little directorôs touch as Homer reaches out his hand in the wind to feel the 

breeze, Lasse Hallstrom liked that touch. 

 

The ether addiction was not that common among doctors, but at the same time it was not 

something that was completely unknown to the medical profession.  Irving stated that he didnôt 

want the doctor to be an alcoholic, and thus he interviewed numerous doctors from this time 

period about addictions to prescribed or un-prescribed medications.  In John Irvingôs research, 

ether turned up to be a relatively mild and conservative addiction, and relatively safe as an 

inhalation, similar to nitric oxide.  It would be hard to kill yourself 

with this drug, or anyone you administered it to also.  

 

It was imperative to give the doctor a flaw, any character that appears 

to be saintly; you also want to ground them in the world.  So you give 

the character a flaw to deal with or live with.  So this makes the 

character ground, because of this little nick in his character, a 

weakness and/or kind of tiredness.  When Homer comments on the 

ether early in the movie, he states that he is ñtoo tired to sleep.ò  That 

creates a facade for the audience to look at this character, an individual 

ñtoo tired to sleep.ò 

 

http://www.imdb.com/BornInYear?1984
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Chapter 11 (0:39:37) Apples and the Ocean 
The scene with the car moving through the night was all shot in a garage, and the car was not 

moving at all.  They were just shaking the car and moving the headlights. 

 

 0:40:59 Location for this scene is Sand Beach, Arcadia National Park, Maine.  It is in the 

northeasterly part of Maine.  There was a lot more dialogue between Wally and Homer, both in 

the car and on the beach, but Lasse did some serious trimming to get the movie to pick up here 

and move a little faster. 

 

Chapter 12 (0:43:00) A New Home 
Lisa Zeno Churgin did the editing of this picture, and Lasse stated that after seeing the first cut, 

which is the first editing of the film;  he knew that they had a really good film on their hands.  A 

lot of director will go through some sort of depression when the view their first cut of a movie, as 

it many times is nothing like they had first envisioned and also that many scenes filmed, become 

unusable. 

 

In the book Homer lives in the house in Wallyôs room for 15 years and not in the bunk house 

with the migrant workers.  However, also in the book Homer has fifteen years here that he got to 

know the workers and their families, but in the movie they just didnôt have that amount of time 

to deal with, thus they moved Homer to staying in the bunkhouse so that the relationship with the 

workers could develop faster. 

 

This move also helps separate Wally from Homer and changes the dynamics of the relationship 

with Candy, because now we arenôt so much dealing with a love triangle of three.  Also it makes 

a more noted difference in Homer, that Homer never has a traditional home in his lifetime. 

 

Another change from the novel is the ownership of the orchard.  In the movie Wallyôs family, the 

Worthingtonôs, owns this orchard, but in the novel Homer goes to work for an arbitrary orchard.  

Also in the first draft of the screenplay, Wally, Candyôs relationship only existed to get Homer 

out of the orphanage and to the coast.  They were to drop him off at the orchard and then Wally 

finds his own way from there.  What happened to facilitate the change is that the audience spends 

forty-five minutes getting attached to the orphanage and then we thrust upon them all of these 

new characters.  Now you can see how they are keeping the pace of the story moving fast, so that 

you can get to know all of these characters, as quickly as possible and to care for them. 

 

Chapter 13 (0:46:50) First Night At he Orchard 
 

Chapter 14 (0:48:31) Learning The Ropes 
This scene is interjected to show Homer experiencing the world and also seeing a boy-girl 

relationship for the first time, observing normal life in other words. 

 

While in the real world, Dr. Larch warns Homer that he will see poor people who are worse off 

than the poor kids left at the orphanage, this of course is a prophecy that Homer experiences right 

away. 
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In that same tone, there was a scene right here where Wally talks to the women sorting the apples 

and miss treats them, degrades them.  The scene was cut, giving Wally this nice personage, 

instead of the uppity rich boy attitude.  But again, it is important to keep the pace going at this 

point in the movie. 

 

The orchard-sorting house was the first day of principle photography on the film.  Tobyôs 

performance is a little different in this scene.  The movie was shot in reverse order, due to the 

weather.  Thus the first half of the film takes place in the orphanage and that was shot last, and 

the second half of the film takes place in the orchard and that was shot first. 

 

0:51:26 Here is a nice crane shot that took one day to get on to film, Richard Gladstein the 

producer sweated a lot about the shot and the cost of the shot.  They had about two or three takes 

of the real apples being picked, then the prop crew had to come in and re-fasten the apples to the 

tree so that they could make another take.  If you look real careful, you can see a cable or two 

attached to the branches, the apples are all real. 

 

Chapter 15 (0:53:00) Homer Has Credentials? 
 

Chapter 16 (0:55:00) Dinner Date with  Candy 
A little cheat here by the director, if you know anything about orchard work, empty boxes were 

only stacked two high on a cart, as they would fall off if they were any higher.  However, they 

needed three boxes to block the expression on Homerôs face at the invitation to go lobster 

fishing.  So it becomes a directorôs cheat to fulfill the need of the cameraôs eye. 

 

Now you see Homer on a bike, but no introduction of the bike or how he gets a bike.  Something 

you can do in a movie, but you cannot do it in a book.  In a movie, the audience makes an 

assumption in their mind as to how the character gets or receives a new prop.  But in a book, the 

reader would question, ñHow did he get a bike?  Where did he get a bike?ò 

 

Two types of errors in a film, Continuity and Anachronism, the drive-in movie theatre is an 

anachronism, (an error in chronology in which a person, object, event, etc. is assigned a date or 

period other than the correct one) the screen is suited for wide-screen movies, and wide screen 

movies didnôt appear in theatres until the early 1950ôs. 

 

Great comment by Homer, ñKing Kong, itôs really good.ò the expert reviewer, from someone 

who has only seen one movie.   

 

The use of the prop of a cigarette here was Charlize Theronôs idea, but is 

an amazing idea, and adds a lot to the scene. 

 
Biography for Charlize Theron 

Date of birth 7 August 1975, Benoni, South Africa 
Nickname Charlie  

Height 5' 9½"  

 

 Mini biography Charlize Theron grew up on a farm outside Benoni, South Africa, as the only child. She got 

an education as a ballet dancer and has danced both The Swan Lake and the Nutcracker Suite. There wasn't 

much for a young actress or dancer to do in South Africa, so she soon travelled to Europe and USA where she 
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got job at the Joffrey Ballet in New York. She was also able to work as a photo model. However, an injured knee put a halt to her dancing career. 

At the age of 18 her mother made her go to Los Angeles to try a career in the movie industry. She came to LA without knowing anyone in the 

city but after two weeks when she was standing in line on Hollywood Boulevard an agent gave her his card. After eight months in LA she got her 
first part. Since then she has taken acting lessons and her career has skyrocketed, most lately in Devil's Advocate, The (1997). 

 

Mini biography Charlize Theron was born in Benoni, a little farming community outside Johannesburg, South Africa on August 7th, 1975. Her 
mother, Gerda, is German, while her late father, Charles, was French (she was named after her him). Charlize began her modeling career in 1991, 

at 16, when she won a local modeling contest. She started modeling in Europe, and came to New York a year later. She didn't like being a model 

though, and decided to try her luck with ballet, which had been her biggest passion as a child. Unfortunately, a knee injury prevented her from 
dancing. Her mother bought her a one-way ticket to Los Angeles in 1994, and Charlize started visiting all of the agents on Hollywood Bulevard, 

but without any luck. She went to the bank to cash a check for $500 she'd gotten from her mother, and became furious when she learned that the 

bank could not cash her check because it was an out-state check. She made a scene, and an agent gave her his card, in exchange that she learn the 
language, which she did by watching soap operas on TV. Her first role was as a young mother in a park in a B-film in 1995, but it was a non-

speaking role with three seconds of screen time. Her next role was as Helga in 2 Days in the Valley (1996), which landed her the role of Tina in 

That Thing You Do! (1996). Since then, she has starred in movies like Devil's Advocate, The (1997), Mighty Joe Young (1998), Cider House 
Rules, The (1999), Legend of Bagger Vance, The (2000) and Italian Job, The (2003). An important day in her life was February 29th, 2004, when 

she was awarded with her first Academy Award for her performance in Monster (2003). 

 

Trivia  

 When she was 15, her father attacked her mother, and her mother shot her father in self-defense. Her father died, and her mother was not 
charged in the incident. 

 First language is Afrikaans, English is spoken as her second language. 

 Appeared in the May 1999 issue of Playboy Magazine 

 Became a fashion model at age 14. 

 Both her parents are Afrikaans, born and raised in South Africa. However her father is of French descent and her mother of German descent. 

 Measurements: 36B-24-36 (Source: Celebrity Sleuth magazine) 

 She gained 30 pounds to play Aileen Wuornos in Monster (2003) 

 
Charlize Theron: While it's hard to imagine that anyone could have made the disastrous T&A spectacle 

that was Showgirls worth watching, moviegoers who got a charge out of seeing actress Charlize 

Theron open a can of whup-ass in Teri Hatcher's face in 2 Days in the Valley may agree that it's a bit of 
a shame the statuesque South African beauty didn't quite beat out Elizabeth Berkley for the Showgirls 

lead role. Not that Theron herself ever shed any tears over that particular missed opportunity ð as she 

later explained of her failure to land the high-profile part, "It was like I had some guardian angel." And 
though it didn't exactly vault her onto Hollywood's A-list overnight, Theron's energetic, well-reviewed 

performance in 2 Days ð her feature-film debut and her very first professional acting gig ð ensured 

that Hollywood casting directors would most definitely remember her name. The only child of 

Afrikaaner parents who owned both a road construction company and a farm, Theron was born and 

raised in Benoni, South Africa, where she experienced a thoroughly rural upbringing that included 

(naturally) getting up at the crack of dawn to milk the cows. At age 6, young Charlize began studying 
ballet, a pursuit that would command her attention throughout the next decade of her life. Whenever 

she was out of toe-shoes, the agile youngster devoted her free time to a consuming passion for 

American movies: She first experienced them at a drive-in located a 45-minute drive down the road 
from the family farm, and later cajoled her parents into purchasing a VCR. "I screamed and I yelled 

and we got one," she later recalled. "And this little video store opened in town with, like, 20 videos. I 

saw everything about 50 times." A particular favorite was the Tom Hanks-Daryl Hannah mermaid romance Splash, which caused the wide-eyed 
Theron to develop a huge crush on the hunky Hanks. Eventually her study of ballet landed the talented teen at a school for the performing arts in 

Johannesburg, where she occasionally sat in on drama classes. As a result of that casual interface, the striking 16-year-old stumbled upon a 
modeling contest, which she entered and won. Just weeks before her wholly serendipitous introduction to the world of modeling, Theron's father 

had passed away, and when an Italian fashion scout informed her that there was a modeling contract awaiting her in Milan, the unassuming South 

African farm girl was seized by a sudden ambition to travel and try something new. Though a moderate success on the runways, Theron was 
unable to land any major modeling contracts or cover shots, and eventually the newness of her latest endeavor wore thin. When an American 

magazine flew her to New York for a photo shoot, she decided to stick around and make a new life for herself in the States. As she later told one 

interviewer, "I went, did the job, and never made it back to the airport. I was thrilled."  On her own in the Big Apple at age 18, Theron worked 
modeling jobs whenever she could get them and swiped bread from restaurants when she couldn't. The cold, wet winters proved especially trying 

for the South African expat, who was accustomed to much milder seasons, and she found herself continually intimidated by the city's maze of 

towering skyscrapers. New York's Joffrey Ballet provided a respite from her woes, but the security of taking up her childhood passion once again 
was abruptly withdrawn in 1995, when a career-ending knee injury forced her to fall back on modeling. She confided her troubles to her mother, 

who recalled Theron's childhood passion for cinema and suggested her intrepid daughter go to Southern California and try to break into movies. 

Mom sent her money for that one-way ticket to the big city, and Theron booked a flight to "Hollywood," only to discover, to her dismay, that her 
travel agent had put her on a plane to "Los Angeles."  

 

Once arrived at her destination, Theron checked into a low-rent L.A. motel and spent the next two weeks blundering around town attempting to 
make connections. She eventually ended up in line at a bank with the final check from her various employments in New York, and threw an 

impressive tantrum when the teller refused to cash the check because it was drawn on an out-of-state bank. Hollywood talent manager John 

Crosby happened to be standing in line behind her, and, after helpfully explaining that she could cash her out-of-state check at any post office, 
asked if she were, perchance, an actress. Somewhat flustered, Theron replied that she wasn't, but that she fully intended to become one. Crosby, 

who earlier in his career had discovered Rene Russo at a Rolling Stones concert, offered his card. Friends told Theron she'd been taken in, but 
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after asking around and discovering that Crosby was entirely reputable, she got in touch with him, and he agreed to take her on as a client. 

Thereafter, Theron underwent countless auditions for television commercials, but was unable to land a single gig; as she later put it to Interview 

magazine, "I could've sooner gotten arrested." Her perseverance eventually resulted in her 2 Days role, which was immediately followed by a 
chance to work with childhood crush Hanks on his directorial debut, 1996's That Thing You Do! Hanks raved over her audition, blushed when 

told of the bright young neophyte's youthful infatuation, and eventually signed her for a small role as an all-American every girl who finds love 

with the dentist of her dreams after her drummer boyfriend starts spending too much time with his band mates. The following year, Theron 
logged prominent roles in decidedly different lawyer flicks; the Michael Richards farce Trial and Error and the Keanu Reeves-Al Pacino thriller 

The Devil's Advocate. Though absent from theaters during most of 1998, she turned heads with her bang-on portrayal of a callow supermodel in 

Woody Allen's Celebrity that fall, and made her debut in a starring role, opposite Bill Paxton, in Disney's remake of Mighty Joe Young. No 
stranger to the ups and downs of celebrity romance, Theron dated actor Craig Bierko for two years before moving on to Third Eye Blind vocalist 

Stephan Jenkins; she is currently linked with Irish actor Stewart Towsend. The career front has also delivered a consistent stream of handsome 

men. In 1999, Theron starred opposite a trio of Hollywood hotties: the New Line horror flick The Astronaut's Wife paired her with Johnny Depp; 
she joined Tobey Maguire in an adaptation of John Irving's The Cider House Rules; and she wrapped the crime drama The Yards (released in 

2000), which matched her with Joaquin Phoenix. Next came The Legend of Bagger Vance, with Matt Damon and Will Smith, and the 2001 

release Sweet November, which paired her in bittersweet romance with Keanu Reeves. 
  

Actress - filmography    
1. Ice at the Bottom of the World, The (2006)   
2. Italian Job II, The (2006) Stella Bridger  

3. Class Action (2005) Josie Aimes  

4. Aeon Flux (2005) Aeon Flux 
5. Head in the Clouds (2004) Gilda Bessé  

6. Life and Death of Peter Sellers, The (2004) Britt Ekland  
7. Monster (2003) Aileen  

8. Italian Job, The (2003) Stella Bridger  

9. Waking Up in Reno (2002) Candy Kirkendall  
10. Trapped (2002) Karen Jennings  

11. "When I Was a Girl" (2001) TV Series Narrator  

12. Curse of the Jade Scorpion, The (2001) Laura Kensington  
13. 15 Minutes (2001) Rose Hearn  

14. Sweet November (2001) Sara Deever  

15. Legend of Bagger Vance, The (2000) Adele Invergordon  

16. Men of Honor (2000) Gwen Sunday  

17. Yards, The (2000) Erica Stoltz  
18. Reindeer Games (2000) Ashley Mercer  

19. Cider House Rules, The (1999) Candy Kendall  

20. Astronaut's Wife, The (1999) Jillian Armacost  
21. Mighty Joe Young (1998) Jill Young  

22. Celebrity (1998) Supermodel  
23. Devil's Advocate, The (1997) Mary Ann Lomax  

24. Trial and Error (1997) Billy Tyler  

25. Hollywood Confidential (1997) (TV) Sally  
26. That Thing You Do! (1996) Tina  

27. 2 Days in the Valley (1996) Helga Svelgen  

28. Children of the Corn III (1995) (uncredited)Young Woman  

Producer - filmography    
1. Ice at the Bottom of the World, The (2006) (producer)  

2. Monster (2003) (producer) 

 

Chapter 17 (0:58:44) A Handpicked Gift  
 

Chapter 18 (0:59:28) The Nicest And Most Beautiful Girl 
Notice the use of colors, in the orphanage they use a black and white scheme of colors, then as 

Homer goes out into the world, they use a wider range of colors, really filling the screen with 

bright and vivid colors for the real world. 

 

Filming in a theatre is always an interesting choice, as you have a difficult light variable to work 

with.  Theatres are dark, but you have to light the faces of the actors you are working with.  

Again, research has to be done to select the correct films for this time period.  Wuthering Heights 

opened in theatres in 1939, redone in 1992, a movie based on a classic novel written by Emily 

Bronte and published in 1897.  This was take number two of twelve as they walk down the 

sidewalk, Lasse said, ñI donôt know why we didnôt just go with this take from the beginning.ò 

 

Chapter 19 (1:01:39) A First -Rate Candidate 
Look again at the color quality here in the boardroom scene, even the costumes repeat the black 

and white dull scheme of color variation. 

 

This scene is a bit of a grasp and broad writing by the screenwriter, but it works because of the 

payoff that Dr. Larch is able to do with the board members, as a result audiences embrace this 

type of bravado, and we love to see the little guy win by this type of cunning.  Great line, 

ñWhatôs his name?ò 



Literature to Film lecture on the film The Cider House Rules (1999) 

Compiled by Jay Seller 

 

19 Primary Source Directorôs Commentary by Lasse Hallstrom, recorded March 27, 2000, numerous other sources, lecture compiled 

and copyright © by Jay Seller 2004. 

 
 

 

Chapter 20 (1:04:00) ñWhat Business You In?ò 
Another scene cut out here, one that took place at a dance hall, with Homer and Candy. 

 

This scene with the processing of the apples began at 7 a.m. and ended at 3 a.m. the following 

day.  Everything that could go wrong did go wrong, the trucks got stuck in the mud, due to the 

rain.  Other trucks were used to drag the stuck trucks out of the mud, and tore down trees. 

 

There are numerous refrains in the novel that needed to be repeated in the movie, (1) the cider 

house rules, and (2) the benediction to the kids at night, and here the (3) idea of business, which 

will be repeated by Homer in a final stanza of the movie, where he says, ñDoctoring is my 

business.ò 

 

Rack focus between Mr. Rose and Jack, as he throws the cigarette into the vat. 

 

John Irving actually picked in an orchard as a kid, thus he received his knowledge about picking 

apples and even meet an individual similar to the character of Mr. Rose. The culture of these 

individuals working in the orchard was all researched and John Irving also researched the 

incidents of incest, and family relations among rural migrant workers.  Migrant workers suffer a 

large degree of isolation and get cut off from society 

in general, thus the incidents of incest. 

 

Homer is passive with Mr. Roses cut. 

 

Chapter 21 (1:07:07) What A Drive-In Is 

Really For 
The drive-in day shots were shot in two different 

locations, with the close-ups in one field and the wide 

shots at the drive-in theatre. 

 

Chapter 22 (1:09:16) Fuzzy Gets Adopted 
To go from the drive-in theatre to the viewing of King Kong, is a nice transition to take us back 

to the orphanage. 

 

Hard moment here for Fuzzy (Erick) to get these three seconds 

of stillness, hard for a little kid to endure that kind of stillness, 

especially with a crew of sixty watching him. 

 

This headstone, now sits in the office of Richard Gladstein the 

producer of the film, possibly a little morbid.  In the book 

Homer is still at the orphanage when Fuzzy dies, but he knew 

that in the movie if Fuzzy dies prior to Homerôs return, there 

would be on last physical thing to come back to.  So here you see Fuzzy death from Dr. Larchôs 

point of view, where as in the book you see it from Homerôs point of view.  It is also Homer who 


